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BASSEIN   AND   THE   PORTUGUESE.

which have held mankind in fee for three thousand years. It
is a terra sanctct of them all. Every one of them has passed
like a great wave over its soil and left small trace of its
existence. Of the Eattle of the Nile yon now find only a few

BASSEIN   CATHEDRAL.

bits of crusted wood on the beach ; in other words, a casket of
relics, an inscribed stone, and the potsherds of the earth. When
the Portuguese came they could not find a single Christian,
when the English came they could not find a single Buddhist,